
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

PART 42—IRREGULAR AIR CARRIER 
AND OFF ROUTE RULES 

Retention of Flight R e c o r d e r Tapes 
and Clarification of Period the 
Flight Recorder Shall be in Opera­
tion 
Section 42.22(c) of the C i v i l A i r R e g u ­

l a t i o n s requires the instal lat ion of flight 
recorders on al l a irplanes of more t h a n 
12,500 pounds m a x i m u m certificated 
takeoff weight w h i c h are certificated for 
operations above 25,000 feet altitude. 
T h e regulations further require that the 
flight recorders s h a l l be operating c o n ­
tinuously during flight time. 

I n promulgating this regulation, the 
period of t ime for retention of the r e ­
corder tapes was not included in the rule 
as it was assumed t h a t a ir carr iers would 
reta in these records for a sufficient 
length of time for the investigation of 
accidents a n d incidents w h i c h m a y have-
occurred during the time of flight. T h e 
tapes also c a n f u r n i s h information to 
the operator concerning performance 
a n d operation of these a irplane types 
for w h i c h there does not exist a s u b s t a n ­
t i a l amount of operational experience. 

I n view of the importance of the i n ­
formation obtained from flight r e c o r d ­
ers, a n d since there m a y be some ques­
tion as to the length of time that s u c h 
tape recordings should be m a i n t a i n e d 
b y the a i r carr iers , the F e d e r a l Aviat ion 
Agency believes that a clarif ication of 
the rule is needed. 

As stated- above, § 42.22(c) requires 
t h a t the flight recorders " s h a l l be oper­
at ing continuously during flight t i m e . " 
I t was the intention of this regulation 
to require the operation of the recorder 
only during flight a n d not dur ing t a x i 
operation to a n d from the r u n w a y . 
Therefore , i n order to c lari fy this point, 
the word " t i m e " i s being deleted from 
this phrase since flight t ime h a s been 
defined as block-to-block time. I n de­
leting t h e word " t i m e , " i t is intended 
that the flight recorder m u s t be i n fu l l 
operating condition a t the instant the 
a i r c r a f t s tarts its takeoff rol l a n d be i n 
continuous operation during the flight 
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a n d u n t i l the a i r c r a f t h a s completed its 
landing at a n airport . 

Accordingly § 42.22(c) "is being a m e n d ­
ed to clarify these matters . S i m i l a r 
amendments are being made c o n c u r ­
rently to P a r t s 40 a n d 41 of the C i v i l 
A i r Regulations to provide identical rules 
for the types of a i r carr ier operations 
covered by those parts . 

I n a s m u c h as this amendment is a 
clarif ication of the present requirements 
a n d imposes no, or very l ittle additional 
burden on any person, compliance wi th 
the notice a n d public procedure p r o v i ­
sions of section 4 of the Administrat ive 
Procedure A c t is unnecessary. 

I n consideration of the foregoing, 
§ 42.22(c) of the C i v i l A i r Regulations 
(14 C P R P a r t 42) is hereby amended as 
follows to become effective November 6, 
1959: 

§ 42.22 Additional required instruments 
and equipment for large aircraft, 
* # * * * 

(ĉ > Flight recorders. A n approved 
flight recorder w h i c h records time, a i r 
speed, altitude, vertical acceleration, and 
heading shall be instal led on a l l large 
airplanes w h i c h are certificated for oper­
ations above 25,000 feet altitude, a n d 
shal l be operating continuously during 
flight; except that , i n the event of f a i l ­
ure of s u c h recorder, the a irp lane m a y 
continue flight to the next stop where 
repairs or replacements c a n be made. 
T h e recorded information from the flight 
recorder s h a l l be retained by the a i r 
c a r r i e r for a period of 60 days. F o r a 
p a r t i c u l a r flight or series of flights, the 
information shal l be retained for a longer ' 
period if requested by a n authorized r e p ­
resentative of the Administrator or the 
C i v i l ' -onautics B o a r d . 

(Sees. ?x„(a), 601, 604, 72 Stat. 752, 775, 778; 
49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 1421, 1424) 

Issued i n Washington , D . C . , on S e p ­
tember 30,1959. 

E . R . Q W E S A D A , 

Administrator. 
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